
Re: The Diary of Ash

Dear Colleagues,

I need your help. I am not sure what my team has discovered. 

This morning I stood, peering in awe through the thick protective viewing 
window of the worlds only nonlinear particle replicator. The specimen box 
inside the replicator, empty just moments before, now held a book—it’s 
edges smoldering.

This very complex machine peers through a miniature wormhole, as if through 
a tiny fish-eyed window, into the future. The “eye” can be swiveled around 
the distant time to locate a small object. Then, in the present,  
the replicator creates a copy of the object in view.

It was highly theoretical. None of us really expected it to work. And yet, 
the book at which I had focused the eye of the wormhole was in the specimen 
box. Well, not the original book, but an exact particle-by-particle copy. 

Images of the book appeared on huge flat-screens in the viewing room.  
It was a journal. Handwritten on the cover were the words: “The Diary  
of Ash.” A personal journal from the future! I rushed out of the viewing 
room, into the heart of the replicator, to the specimen box.

The corners and edges of the book were still smoldering. Clearly the 
replicator runs a bit hot for paper. But the journal seemed to be otherwise intact.

Slowly I lifted the lid off the specimen box and set it aside. Carefully  
I opened the journal. Following is a detailed description. 

On the first page, in childlike scrawl, are the words, “Dear Diary, It’s me, 
Ash. Sorry it’s been so long since I’ve written. I’m 13 now.” A complete 
entry follows. Above the diary entry, where the date should be, are the 
words: “1st Entry — AA01, Day 5.” 

On the inside of the cover, at the bottom, are the words: “After Ascension 
(AA) is the dating system we Saved Ones have chosen for the new era.”

An envelope is fixed to the inside of the cover. Using a pair of tweezers,  
I removed five pieces of paper. Tattered and warn—from much handling,  
no doubt—each piece has a typed quotation and, in the margins, handwritten notes.

Copies of these paper fragments and the diary entries have been included 
with this letter. Please analyze them and get back to me. 

Anxiously awaiting your detailed response,

Dr. Marcus Adams


