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CAST:  Jesus · Peter

STORY TIME WITH JESUS
By Scott Fogg

(AND PETER)

 JESUS enters, followed by PETER. Peter is loud and enthusiastic, passing Jesus and addressing  
               the audience as Jesus sits down at center stage. They both, mostly, address the audience but will  
               occasionally address each other

PETER
Alright, it’s story time! For those of you who don’t know, if this is your first time with us, this is Jesus.  
Say hi, Jesus.

JESUS
Hi, Jesus.

PETER: 
He’s the Messiah and he’s got a sense of humor. How great is that? Anyway someone just asked  
an excellent question and the way this works, someone asks a question and Jesus tells a story.

JESUS: 
And why is that, Peter?

PETER: 
No-one’s here to hear what I think, they’re all here for you! So let’s get to it! For those of you just joining  
us this lawyer over here . . . Raise your hand, Lawyer. Where’d you go? Raise your hand. What happened? 
Did you get bashful? Anyway, this lawyer asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said:

JESUS:
What do the Ten Commandments say?

PETER: 
And the lawyer said, “well, there’s two kinds of Commandments,” which is kind of deep, I had never  
thought of it like that before, “there’s the ones that tell you to love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and all your soul and all your mind. And then there’s the ones that say to love your neighbor  
as yourself.”

JESUS: 
That’s all there is to it. Do that and you will live.
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PETER: 
Which you would think answers the question. But this lawyer – wherever he went – asked one more 
question.

JESUS: 
“Who’s my neighbor?”

PETER: 
Which brings us to right now. Now it’s story time.

 Peter takes a position behind Jesus, just over his shoulder.

JESUS: 
There once was a man from Jerusalem. He was headed down to Jericho when he was attacked.

PETER: 
Which is why you never travel alone! Buddy system, people!

JESUS: 
Good advice but not the point of the story.

PETER: 
Carry on, Jesus.

JESUS: 
They stripped him of his clothes . . .

PETER: 
That’s why you always wear clean underwear, just like your mom always told you.

JESUS: 
They beat him . . .

PETER: 
Take a self-defense class. Learn a martial art. Me, I carry a knife everywhere I go.

JESUS: 
That’s not at all what I’m saying.

PETER: 
Sorry. Carry on, Jesus.

JESUS: 
These men pushed the man into the ditch and left him for dead.

PETER: 
That’s messed up.
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JESUS: 
A few minutes later, a priest who was traveling on that same road, came around the corner and saw the 
man.

PETER:
I know what you’re thinking. Priests are good guys. They’re doing the Lord’s work. I’m sure this priest 
picked up this poor man and took him to the hospital.

JESUS: 
Would you like to tell the story, Peter?

PETER: 
Keep calm and carry on, Jesus.

JESUS:
When the priest saw the man, he quickly turned away, acted like he didn’t see the man, and kept 
walking. A couple minutes later, a youth pastor came by.

PETER: 
I’m sure he helped. Think of the story he could tell at church! Think of the ways he could inspire  
the kids, the leaders of tomorrow!

JESUS: 
But the youth pastor crossed the street and walked by on the other side.

PETER:  
Think of the children!

JESUS: 
Then a Samaritan came by.
 [pause]
Well?

PETER: 
What?

JESUS:
Aren’t you going to say something?

PETER: 
Nope. My mom always said “if you can’t say anything nice, don’t say anything at all. Samaritans  
are scum. I’m sure there’s a good one or two out there – but if there is, I’ve never met them. I don’t trust 
them. Never have, never will. I can’t say anything nice about them so I’m not going to say anything  
at all.

JESUS: 
The Samaritan saw the man and had pity on him. He bandaged the man’s wounds . . .
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PETER: 
See, that’s where you lose me. I think I speak for all of us when I say that. You want me to be like  
the Samaritan?

JESUS: 
If you love me, keep my Commandments.

PETER: 
Right, right. “Love the Lord your God and” – wait. Are you saying God is like The Samaritan?

JESUS: 
“For I know the plans I have for you. They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future 
and a hope.”

PETER: 
The Samaritan gave that man a future. Gave him hope for tomorrow.

JESUS: 
The Samaritan took the man to an inn.

PETER: 
Just like how God takes us to a better place.

JESUS: 
In my Father’s house there are many, many rooms.

PETER: 
God’s the inn keeper too! I did not see that coming! God will help you out of life’s ditch. God promises 
something better is in store for us. That’s crazy. God’s the Samaritan and the innkeeper.

JESUS: 
And whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.

PETER:  
Wait. Did you just . . . Are you saying that you’re also the man on the side of the road?

JESUS: 
You never answered my question, Peter.

PETER: 
No, wait. Hold up. That’s not the story you told. You didn’t tell a story about yourself. You told a story 
about people. People helping people.  

JESUS: 
You never answered my question, Peter.

PETER: 
What question?
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JESUS: 
When people ask me questions, why do I tell stories?

PETER: 
I just thought, you know . . .  you liked telling stories.

JESUS: 
I do. Because I want you to consider all the possibilities. I want you to follow me. But I don’t want you 
to follow me without asking questions. I want you to consider every person and every situation 
from every possible angle. I want you to treat others how you would want to be treated. But to do that, 
you have to first ask yourself, “how do I want to be treated?”

 Jesus exits and after a moment of silence, Peter follows.

PETER: 
Man, I love story time!


